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CALENDAR
FAMILY FITNESS FUN NIGHT
Wednesday, September 21

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING
Thursday, October 6

END OF FIRST QUARTER
Friday, October 7

SCHOOL NOT IN SESSION
Monday, October 10 & Tuesday, October 11

START OF SECOND QUARTER
Wednesday, October 12

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING
Thursday, October 20

PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES
Wednesday, October 26 & Thursday, October 27

NO SCHOOL IN SESSION
Thursday, October 27 & Friday, October 28

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING
Thursday, November 3

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING
Thursday, November 17

THANKSGIVING BREAK
Wednesday, November 23 - Friday, November 25

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING
Thursday, December 1

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING
Thursday, December 15

WINTER BREAK
Monday, December 19 - Thursday, January 5

Add these items to your digital calendar by visiting 
us online at topekapublicschools.net.

EVENTS

#WeAreTPS

Dear Topeka Public Schools District Families,

On behalf of the Topeka Public Schools Board of Education, I would like 
to welcome you to the 2022-2023 school year. We’re excited to welcome 
you to a new year full of energy and hope for new experiences and new 
memories this school year. We are humbled to have an opportunity to serve 
the students, teachers, and staff who make up our TPS family.

Mr. Lalo Muñoz
President, Board of Education

MESSAGE FROM THE
BOARD PRESIDENT
MR. LALO MUÑOZ

MESSAGE FROM 
THE SUPERINTENDENT

Dear Topeka Public Schools District Families and Staff,

We are excited for the outstanding year ahead for the 2022-2023 school 
year. There were many accomplishments in 2021-2022 which included 
being recognized as first place for the district Magna award for the only 
K-12 Dual Language Program in the State of Kansas, Topeka High 
girl’s softball team won the state championship a second consecutive 
year, Topeka Public Schools successfully launched  the region’s 
first Early College Learning program, which allows sophomores to 
attend Washburn full time and gain an associates degree through the 
partnership with Topeka Public Schools and Washburn University.

Topeka Public Schools offers magnet, signature, dual language and 
college preparatory schools for families across the district, and as a 
result, our scholars learn, develop and grow as global leaders in a diverse 
setting. We look forward to an outstanding year ahead in 2022-2023.

Thank you for the privilege to serve your family!  Welcome back to the 
2022-2023 school year. 
 

Dr. Tiffany Anderson 
Superintendent of Schools

DR. TIFFANY ANDERSON



NEW ADMINISTRATORS 
SERVING IN NEW ROLES AT TOPEKA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

There are new faces in the principal’s chair at 
several schools within the district this year! 
Some are joining Topeka Public Schools for the 
first time, while some are familiar faces within 
new positions.

After serving the district in many capacities, 
most recently as principal at Scott Dual Language 
Magnet School, Dr. Pilar Mejía now serves as the 
district’s Director of Cultural Innovation. 

Taking her place as head principal at Scott Dual 
Language is a familiar face, long-time assistant 
principal Ann Gorsuch. She is joined by Lisa 
Martinez, a Topeka Public Schools parent and 
Kansas Teacher of the Year, who previously 
worked in the Seaman USD 345 school district 
teaching Spanish.

In her new role, Dr. Mejía provides support for 
the Topeka Public Schools administration and 
Board of Education by assisting in the design 
and implementation of the strategic plan and 
accreditation process.

Ann Gorsuch (right), Principal of Scott Dual Language Magnet School,  
is pictured with new Assistant Principal, Lisa Martinez, who is also a  
2021-2022 Kansas Teacher of the Year and TPS parent.

She will also oversee programs in support of schools, 
principals, and the community, such as:

• Dual Language
• Native American Education
• Seal of Biliteracy
• Foreign Exchange
• Summer Programs for Early Childhood  

Through High School
• College & Career
• Kindergarten Readiness
• International Visiting Teachers

Dr. Mejía’s work led Topeka Public Schools to its first 
Magna Award Grand Prize from the National School 
Boards Association in recognition of our outstanding 
PreK-12th grade Dual Language Program, the only 
program of its kind in Kansas.

Dr. Pilar Mejía, Director of Cultural Innovation



In April, the National School Board Association named Topeka Public 
Schools as a Magna Award Grand Prize Winner in the 5,000 to 
20,000 student population category for the district’s PreK-12 Dual 
Language Program. The district is home to 13,100 students and it is 
the only district in Kansas with a PreK-12 Dual Language Program.

“In 2007, when I was a new mother, I knew I wanted a dual language 
education for my child and I hoped that here in Topeka there could 
be such a program,” said Topeka Public Schools Board of Education 
member, Melanie Stuart-Campbell.

Ms. Stuart-Campbell’s vision soon became a reality. The Pre-K 
to 12th-grade Dual Language Program, now in its 12th year of 
operation, integrates native English-speaking students with native 
Spanish-speaking students for academic instruction, which is 
presented in both languages. Students begin at Scott Dual Language 
Magnet School, then continue their bilingual education at Landon 
Middle School and Topeka High School, graduating with the Seal of 
Biliteracy from the state of Kansas.

Research has established that the most efficient method of learning 
academic English is through a strong education in the native 
language. The Hispanic population in Topeka Public Schools has 
steadily increased every year since 2008. Currently, one in three TPS 
students identifies as Hispanic. 

“We are actually pioneers here in Northeast Kansas,” said Dr. Pilar 
Mejía, Director of Cultural Innovation for Topeka Public Schools. 
“This program opens doors for people who might not have access 
to a formal education in their native language and provides more 
opportunities for students to interact in a society that represents 
who they are and just celebrates that.”

DUAL 
LANGUAGE
PROGRAM

Students work in bilingual pairs at Scott Dual Language Magnet.

Learn more about Topeka Public Schools
nationally recognized Dual Language Program 
at topekapublicschools.net.

NATIONAL MAGNA AWARD
GRAND PRIZE WINNING



HUB OF DIVERSITY
TOPEKA PUBLIC SCHOOLS WELCOMES UKRAINIAN FAMILIES

At the beginning of the 2022-
2023 school year, Topeka Public 
Schools welcomed 17 Ukrainian 
students as they began their 
education in the United States. 
 
In July, the district held a Welcome 
Center event at the Topeka Shawnee 
County Public Library, during which 
Ukrainian families had the opportunity 
to meet one another, enroll in school, 
and receive community resources.  
 
Students were equipped with school 
supplies, colorful backpacks, toys, 
and items to help prepare them for 
the upcoming school year. They drew 
pictures to describe themselves and 
what they love about Ukraine. 

Translators from the University 
of Kansas and a retired TPS 
foreign language teacher helped 
make the event a success. 
 
Throughout the rest of the summer, 
the students eagerly toured their new 
schools, alongside their families, district 
staff members, and host families.  
 
They were excited to enter the 
district’s Newcome Program, which is 
housed at Jardine Elementary, Jardine 
Middle School, and Topeka High 
School. Some of the students also 
had the opportunity to attend the TPS 
Summer Enrichment Program, which 
serves students in PreK - 12th grade. 

Topeka Public Schools is proud 
to offer an inclusive and diverse 
setting with expanded support 
systems to meet families in places 
they live, work, and frequent. 
 
Learn more about the Newcomer 
Program and how Topeka Public 
Schools supports families from across 
the globe on the Cultural Innovation 
page at topekapublicschools.net.



Topeka Public Schools prides itself in providing 
opportunities for students to be college and career ready 
after high school graduation. Among these opportunities 
is attendance at the Topeka Center for Advanced Learning 
and Careers, better known as TCALC.

TCALC is an innovative high school program created 
through business partnerships and serves all students 
in Shawnee County. This program provides students 
with the opportunities to deeply explore professions 
of high interest through profession-based, inquiry-
based, and project-based curriculum as a junior and/or 
senior. Students are provided authentic exposure and 
skill acquisition in high-demand, high-skill 21st century 
professions.

TCALC is all about students solving real-world problems 
with real tools, used by real professionals, being mentored 
by real employers, leading to real contributions in the 
professional area. 

TCALC offers the following Career Pathways:

• Teaching as a Profession
• Medical Professions
• Building & Construction Trades Technology
• Web & Digital Communication
• Engineering & Applied Math
• Baking & Pastry Arts Management
• Sports Medicine
• Law & Public Safety
• Animal Science

Learn more about TCALC at tcalc.yourcapsnetwork.org.

In 2014, Topeka tax payers approved a $143 million 
bond intitiave in support of Topeka Public Schools. 
Due to the passing of the bond, the district was able 
to open TCALC, Jardine Elementary, and Bishop 
Professional Development Center.

In the fall of 2017, students entered the halls of 
Jardine Elementary. The $33 million school is the 
largest project funded by the bond. The new building 
is attached to Jardine Middle School, making it the 
third PreK-8 campus in the district.

Jardine Elementary has a STEAM signature theme. 
STEAM is an educational approach to learning that 
uses Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and 
Mathematics access points for guiding student inquiry, 
dialogue and critical thinking. 

The bond project also funded the creation of Bishop 
Professional Development Center, the only center 
of its kind in the region. Bishop is a unique space 
for educators and industry professionals to engage 
in learning opportunities. The $9 million facility 
features 37,000 square feet of space and cutting 
edge technology for training of district employees and 
hosting regional and national events.

FULL STEAM AHEAD

ADVANCED
LEARNING

Topeka Center for Advanced Learning & Careers (TCALC)



COLLEGE & CAREER
READINESS

Topeka Public Schools offers college 
credit through advanced placement 
courses at all of our high schools, 
including college courses on the 
Washburn University campus. 
Students have the opportunity to 
graduate high school with up to 
a full year of college credit hours 
completed.

Additionally, the district partners with 
Stanford University, Arizona State 
University, and others to offer free 
college courses through the National 
Education Equity Lab, the only 
partnership of its kind in the region.

Community partnerships with local businesses create hands-on learning 
opportunities for Topeka Public Schools scholars of all ages.

Businesses in Topeka have a unique opportunity 
to directly invest in the community’s future by 
partnering with Topeka Public Schools. In most 
cities, you won’t see high school students providing 
direct patient care in a hospital setting. Thanks to 
a partnership between Stormont Vail Health and 
Topeka Public Schools, high schoolers across the 
district  have the opportunity to do just that.

Stormont Vail and other partners provide paid 
internship opportunities to approximately 40 
students per year through the Career Pathways 
offered at the Topeka Center for Advanced Learning 
and Careers (TCALC). In addition, Stormont Vail 
helps staff the Medical Professions Career Pathway, 
providing skilled nursing instructors, mentorship, 
and employment for students upon certification.

The Companies in the Classroom program allows 
companies like Stormont Vail, Advisors Excel, Lewis 
Toyota, and many others to make a direct impact on 
students’ futures and education. Implemented by 
Superintendent Dr. Tiffany Anderson, this program 
has directly impacted over 1,600 students by 
providing internships, scholarships, school uniforms, 
program supplies, and other resources.

Topeka Public Schools students 
can graduate high school with 
college credit from Washburn 
University and other partners, 
or receive industry credentialing 
through Career Pathways 
offered at the Topeka Center for 
Advanced Learning & Careers 
(TCALC), the only advanced 
learning center of its kind in 
Shawnee County.

DID YOU KNOW?



KANSAS YOUTH REGISTERED
APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM
Topeka Public Schools,  in partnership with the Kansas State Department of 
Education (KSDE) and Jobs for America’s Graduates (JAG), is the first school 
district to pilot a new state paid apprenticeship program to promote college 
and career readiness.   

Dr. Anderson, Superintendent of Topeka Public Schools and Stacey Smith, 
the Executive Director of Career & Technical Education at KSDE, serve on 
the Kansas Board of Regents Technical Authority Board, which addresses all 
two-year and technical colleges.

Through this partnership, the pilot program has allowed one high school 
student to serve in an Information Technology position at KSDE. During the 
2021-2022 school year, after a rigorous interview process, the committee 
selected Reyli Lopez, a student at Highland Park High School.

Reyli began his apprenticeship in early April 2022 and spent 2 hours per 
school day the remainder of the school year working at KSDE. Throughout 
his senior year, Reyli will continue the apprenticeship working after school. 

The apprenticeship pays $10 per hour, and Reyli will graduate in 2023 
with both a high school diploma and industry credentialing in Information 
Technology.

Reyli Lopez, a senior at Highland Park High, is the 
first student to receive a paid IT apprenticeship 
from the Kansas State Department of Education.



NiJaree Canady graduated from 
Topeka High School in 2022 as her 
class Salutatorian with a 4.7 GPA. 
During her time at Topeka High, 
NiJaree was a member of National 
Honor Society, Link Crew, Student 
Government, Medical Club, and much 
more.

NiJaree was an outstanding two-sport 
athlete, who excelled in both basketball 
and softball while at Topeka High. In 
2021 and 2022, NiJaree helped lead 
the Lady Trojans to back-to-back 6A 
State Softball Championships as the 
team pitcher and homerun hitter.

With all of her accomplishments, it is no 
surprise that NiJaree  was nominated 
by teachers and administrators 
to be Topeka Public Schools May 
2022 Senior of the Month. NiJaree 
exemplifies what it means to be a 
Trojan through her positive attitude 
and determined work ethic. 

NiJaree has committed to play 
softball at Stanford University for 
2022-2023 and she plans to major in 
Management Science & Engineering. 
We look forward to seeing continued 
excellence as she continues her 
academic journey at Stanford!

NIJAREE
CANADY

EARLY 
COLLEGE 
SCHOLARS
T’Ahjanae Ray was in the first class of middle school students to enter Topeka 
Public Schools College Prep Academy. 

Opened in 2018 by Superintendent Dr. Tiffany Anderson, College Prep provides 
scholars with rigorous and advanced coursework two grade levels above the 
traditional curriculum with year-round academic opportunities. College Prep 
students first take the ACT exam as ninth-graders and work with instructors to 
ensure they achieve a score that meets college admission criteria.

Early College Scholars, a new program created in partnership between Topeka 
Public Schools and Washburn University, was designed for College Prep Academy 
students to apply for college admissions at the end of their sophopmore year 
in high school and gain acceptance. It is the only program of its kind in the 
region, and tuition is fully covered by Topeka Public Schools and donations from 
community partners. 

In 2021, as a sophomore at Highland Park High School, T’Ahjanae was the first 
student to be accepted to the Early College Scholars program. Throughout her 
junior year, T’Ahjanae attended Washburn full-time and will graduate in 2023 
with both a high school diploma and an associates degree in liberal arts.

Topeka Public Schools is excited to announce that a second scholar has been 
accepted to the Early College Scholars program and will be attending Washburn 
full-time beginning this school year. Carolyn Parker, who attends College Prep 
Academy and Topeka West High School, will graduate with her high school 
diploma and associates degree in 2024.

In addition to this program, Topeka Public Schools offers college credit through 
classes at all of our high schools, including advanced placement classes at 
Washburn, which allow students to graduate with much of their first year of 
college completed. The district also partners with Stanford University, Arizona 
State University, and others to offer free college courses through the National 
Education Equity Lab, the only partnership of its kind in the region.

• GRADUATE SPOTLIGHT •

Superintendent Dr. Tiffany Anderson & T’Ahjanae Ray toured Washburn University 
after she was accepted to the Early College Scholars program as a sophomore at 
Highland Park High School.



MEET YOUR 
ADMINISTRATORS

Dale Noll
Hope Street Academy

Juli Watson
Highland Park HS

Aryn McCoy
Capital City HS

Rebecca Morrisey
Topeka HS

John Buckendorff
Topeka West HS

Yvonne Spalding
Chase MS

Scott Schwarz
Eisenhower MS

Kelli Hoffman
French MS

Mike Haire
Jardine MS

Stacy Schreiner
Landon MS

Tim Leffert
Robinson MS

Janna Abernathy
Highland Park Central

Angela Pomeroy
Jardine Elementary

Jennifer Norton
Lowman Hill

Katherine Cooney
McCarter

Dr. Chelsea Artzer
McClure

Victor Williams
McEachron

Nicole Johnson
Meadows

Jolie Crow
Quincy

Melissa Wells-Martin
Randolph

Nic Gardner
Ross

Ann Gorsuch
Scott DL Magnet

Paige Roberts
State Street

Keelin Pierce
Whitson

Kari Ritter
Williams Magnet

Gabrielle Tanner
Sheldon Head Start & 

Pine Ridge Prep

Dustin Dick
TCALC

Regan Baxter
Shaner

Dr. Joy Grimes
Avondale Academy

Shelley Banzhaf
Pine Ridge Prep

Adrienne King
College Prep Academy



Topeka Public Schools received our fifth Magna Award from the National School Board Association. 
The district was honored with the Magna Award Grand Prize and featured in the American School 
Board Journal in recognition of our PreK-12th grade Dual Language Program, the only program of its 
kind in the state of Kansas.

HIGHLIGHTS OF 2021-2022
Magna Award
Grand Prize

Kansas 
Teacher of 
the Year

State 
Champion
Athletics

Horizon 
Awards

Pamela Muñoz, a kindergarten teacher at McCarter Elementary, was selected as a regional finalist for 
2023 Kansas Teacher of the Year by the Kansas State Department of Education. The Kansas Teacher 
of the Year Award recognizes and utilizes representatives of excellent teaching in the elementary and 
secondary classrooms of the state.

In 2021 and 2022, the Topeka High School Lady Trojans won back-to-back 6A State Softball 
Championships. In 2022, junior Tre Richardson and sophomore Victoria Reed won 5A State Track 
Championships for Highland Park High School, and twin brothers, Ian and Miles Cusick, won a 5A 
State Tennis Championship in doubles for Topeka West High School.

Two Topeka Public Schools educators, Austen Witte (a kindergarten teacher at State Street Signature 
Performing Arts Elementary School) and Amanda Schafers (a math teacher at Topeka High School), 
were selected as 2022 Horizon Award winners. The award, presented by the Kansas State Department 
of Education, honors first year teachers for outstanding work in the classroom. 

Paid
Internships &
Apprenticeships

Topeka Public Schools,  in partnership with the Kansas State Department of Education (KSDE) 
and Jobs for American Graduates (JAG), was the first school district to pilot a new state paid 
apprenticeship program to promote college and career readiness. Reyli Lopez, a junior at Highland 
Park High School, spent two hours per day at KSDE working in Information Technology. At the 
conclusion of the apprenticeship in 2023, Reyli will simultaneously earn his high school diploma and 
industry credentialing in Information Technology. Additionally, many of our students attended paid 
internships through Stormont Vail Health and other businesses as they completed their industry 
credentialing through TCALC, one of the few advanced learning centers in the region.

Early 
College
Scholars

Topeka Public Schools partnered with Washburn University to create the Early College Scholars 
program, allowing students to graduate high school with an associates degree. T’Ahjanae Ray was 
admitted to the program as a sophomore at Highland Park High School. She now attends Washburn 
full-time and will graduate in 2023. A College Prep Academy and Topeka West High School student, 
Carolyn Parker, was accepted to the Early College Scholars program for the 2022-2023 school year.

Educators
Rising
Awards

Two students from the Topeka Center for Advanced Learning and Careers (TCALC), Ainsley Schimmel 
and Manaia Isaia, placed among the top 10 future educators in the nation for Lesson Planning & 
Delivery - STEM at the Educators Rising Competition in Washington, DC. Their instructors from the 
TCALC Teaching as a Profession Pathway, Diane Kimsey and Robin Dixon, were also recognized as 
top 5 State Teachers of the Year at the national conference. TCALC is the only professional studies 
program of its kind in the region outside of Blue Valley School District.



MAGNA AWARD WINNER

Lalo Muñoz, President
Sue Bolley, Vice President
Dr. C. Richard Bonebrake
Melanie Stuart-Campbell
Lisa Schmitt
Dr. Randall Schumacher
Keith Tatum

Notice of Nondiscrimination
The Topeka Public Schools, Unified School District No. 501 is committed to affirmative action and equal 
opportunity. No person shall, on the basis of age, race, color, creed, religion, sex, sexual orientation, 
gender, gender identity or expression, disability, national origin or ancestry be denied lawful access to 
any appropriate educational service, program, or activity provided by the school district. For students, 
the Title VI, Title IX, and Section 504 compliance coordinator is the General Counsel for the district. For 
employment, the EEO/AA and Title VII compliance officer is the general director of human resources. 
Compliance coordinators may be contacted at 624 S.W. 24th Street, Topeka, KS 66611-1294, (785) 
295-3000. The clerk of the Board of Education has been designated to receive and redirect or handle 
inquiries regarding nondiscrimination policies, regulations, and procedures. The clerk may be contacted 
by calling (785) 295-3059 or by writing to 624 S.W. 24th Street, Topeka, Kansas 66611-1294.

Dr. Tiffany Anderson, Superintendent
Larry Robbins, Deputy Superintendent
Billie Wallace, Assistant Superintendent
Dr. Aaron Kipp, General Director of Demographics  
& Assessment
Dr. Aarion L. Gray, General Director of Instructional Services
Scott C. Gowan, Chief Information Officer
Donna Whiteman, School Board Attorney

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SUPPORT OUR NEXT ISSUE? 
For more information, please contact TPS Communications Coordinator  
Kylie Fleck-Talley at 785-295-3073 or ktalley@tps501.org.

Burnett Administrative Center
624 SW 24th Street
Topeka, KS 66611

TPS Board of Education Members

District Leadership Team

Make a donation to 
Topeka Public Schools
Donations to assist students with college visits, 
field trips, and to expand on students’ educational 
needs, including study abroad opportunities, can be 
made via check, with “Donation” in the memo line 
to:

Topeka Public Schools 
Attn: Communications, Pod C
624 SW 24th 
Topeka, KS 66611

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT
TOPEKAPUBLICSCHOOLS.NET.

School of the Year and 
International Spanish Academy

Embassy of Spain


